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1. INTRODUCTION

• What is adventure tourism? 

• Alternative tourism (Fennell, 2003)  à Opposite to mass tourism (e.g., sun 
and beach)

• New products

• Distinctive characteristics:
• Outdoor activities (nature)
• Unfamiliar places
• Active tourism
• Elements of risk at different degrees
• Physical challenge

Traditur 2022



1. BACKGROUND

• DicoAdventure Project
(http://www.uco.es/dicoadventure/index.php) 

DicoAdventure resource 
(http://olst.ling.umontreal.ca/dicoadventure/) 
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2. HYPOTHESIS

• REAL FACTS:

• Adventure tourism and its activities share the same features in English and 
Spanish-speaking countries
• Relevant keywords to define adventure tourism are risk, nature and 

adventure

   The use of these keywords is similar in English and Spanish
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To study the nominal keywords that define this type of tourism, that is, risk, nature
and adventure (and their adjectival forms) and analyze their frequency of use and 

combinatorial properties in two different languages, English and Spanish

2. OBJECTIVES

To contribute to the linguistic description of adventure tourism
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METHODOLOGY
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3. METHODOLOGY: steps

Compilation of the specialized corpus ADVENCOR EN / ES (Sketch 
Engine)
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4. RESULTS (I): 
COMPILATION 
OF ADVENCOR
EN / ES

EN ES

Number of tokens 1,189,409 1,326,337

Number of types 1,005,480 1,118,883

Type of corpus Specialized / electronic

Mode Written

Language English Spanish

Domain / Subdomain Tourism / Adventure tourism

Gender Promotional

Text length Full texts

Purpose Terminological and phraseological analysis

Communicative situation Semi-specialized 

Publication date Recent

Source of texts Websites

Authorship English-speaking 
public and private 
institutions

Spanish-speaking 
public and private 
institutions
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4. RESULTS (II): SEARCH FOR KEYWORDS (EN)
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* Risk and nature à no keywords according to Sketch Engine in ADVENCOR EN, however…



• HIGHRISK (adjective) (22 tokens) in Keywords (SE): 
• Supervisors must discuss the requirement for personnel who plan on engaging 

in highrisk activities such as flying civil aircraft, hang gliding, sky diving, parasailing, white-water 
rafting, motorcycle and auto-racing, […] (ADVENCOR EN)

• RISK (noun) (502 tokens) in Concordance (SE) (over 8 million tokens in enTenTen20):
• ‘Soft’ adventure is frequently described as beyond the typical tourist itinerary, but without 

excessive physical demands or risk, including activities such as camping, walking and biking. 
(ADVENCOR EN)  

• NATURE (noun) (643 tokens) in Concordance (SE) (almost 6 million tokens in 
enTenTen20):
• Whether you join us for a day trekker, or for an overnight trip you will find yourself in a fresh and 

pristine environment, absorbing the beauty and peace that comes from being close to nature. 
(ADVENCOR EN)

* Another meaning of nature: Given the nature of adventure activities, risk is inherent. (ADVENCOR 
EN) (=character, basic quality)

 * Frequency of adventure in enTenTen20 = not even 2 million tokens
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4. RESULTS (III): SEARCH FOR KEYWORDS (ES)
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however…



• RIESGO (noun) (451 tokens) in Concordance (SE) (3.5 million tokens in esTenTen18): 
• ¿Te gustan los deportes de riesgo? (ADVENCOR ES)

 * Frequency of aventura in esTenTen18 = not even 1 million tokens
 * Frequency of naturaleza in esTenTen18 = 2 million tokens

• MULTIAVENTURA (noun) (1,741 tokens) in Keywords (SE) (vs. multi-adventure, 12 tokens, in 
Keywords (SE):
• Atrévete saltando en puenting o disfruta de una jornada de multiaventura con nuestra tirolina y tiro con 

arco. (ADVENCOR ES)  

• AVENTURAS (noun) (171 tokens) in Keywords (SE):
•  Ofrecemos actividades para toda la familia y auténticas aventuras para los más atrevidos. (ADVENCOR ES)

• AVENTURA (noun) as part of companies’ names in Keywords (SE):
•  Si te da igual el alojamiento, Turiaventura te asignará el que más se adapte a tu grupo. (17 tokens, 

ADVENCOR ES)
• 31/08/2010 Un saludo para todo el equipo de Cuencaventura, nos lo pasamos muy bien el finde, y 

volveremos (si Dios quiere) a repetir y/o recomendar. (15 tokens, ADVENCOR ES)
• TurAventura ofrece actividades de aventura en Asturias, concretamente en la localidad de Ribadesella. 

(13 tokens, ADVENCOR ES)
• Cabuerniaventura tiene 6 circuitos de juegos en altura con tirolinas y puentes. (13 tokens, ADVENCOR ES)
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4. RESULTS (IV):
QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS: FREQUENCY

ADVENCOR EN ADVENCOR ES
Noun Tokens Noun Tokens 
risk  461 riesgo 451
nature 495 naturaleza * 1,686
adventure * 4,299 aventura * 8,119
Adjective Tokens Adjective Tokens
risky 17 arriesgado

peligroso
6
89

natural 465 natural 1,969
adventurous 210 aventurero 116
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4. RESULTS (V): QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS: 
CONCORDANCE AND WORD SKETCH 
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Results obtained using the Word Sketch function of Sketch Engine for adventure 
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Results obtained using the Word Sketch function of Sketch Engine for aventura 



4. RESULTS (V): QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS: 
CONCORDANCE AND WORD SKETCH 
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• ADVENTURE (ADVENCOR EN) / AVENTURA (ADVENCOR ES)
1) It also provides specific information to assist organisations and individual leaders plan 

and run adventure activities for various groups.
2) Damos comienzo al verano 2019 con todas nuestras actividades de aventura en Galicia: 

Rafting, Kayaks, Hidro Speed, Barranquismo, Puenting, Paintball y mucho más!
3) Canyoning is an extreme adventure that is becoming popular with the speed of light all 

around the world.
4) Te damos hasta 10 motivos por lo que deberías experimentar esta aventura extrema en tu 

vida.
5) It’s a place inextricably linked to adventure tourism.
6) El turismo de aventura está de moda, ¿por qué?
7) It is your tourist destination for a range of adventure sports but mainly hang gliding 

would catch your keen interest. 
8) Descarga adrenalina y realiza deportes de aventura extremos antes de que te 

arrepientas.
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• NATURE (ADVENCOR EN) / NATURALEZA (ADVENCOR ES)
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Results obtained using the Word Sketch function of Sketch Engine for nature 
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Results obtained using the Word Sketch function of Sketch Engine for naturaleza 



4. RESULTS (V): QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS: 
CONCORDANCE AND WORD SKETCH 
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• NATURE (ADVENCOR EN) / NATURALEZA (ADVENCOR ES)
1) Then we will descend the river, enoying the untouched nature, several slides, jumps 

(optional up to 8mt), caves.
2) Descubriremos una zona de pura naturaleza virgen.
3) You are situated in wild nature, in clear air and in a good company of lovers of unknown 

terrain where the human foot has not yet set.
4) Desembarcaremos para recorrer la zona y sus inmediaciones a pie, en un área cercana al 

glaciar, donde estaremos rodeados de naturaleza salvaje y tundra.
5) No roads, no trails, no cabins, just pure nature.
6) [...] actividades acuáticas en el nacimiento del Río Atoyac, en el Valle de Amatlan, en 

pleno contacto con la naturaleza más pura. 
7) If you love nature, adventure sports or simply want to try out something new […] 
8) Si te gusta la naturaleza y los deportes de aventura nosotros somos tu punto de partida.
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• RISK (ADVENCOR EN) / RIESGO (ADVENCOR ES)
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Results obtained using the Word Sketch function of Sketch Engine for risk 
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Results obtained using the Word Sketch function of Sketch Engine for riesgo 



4. RESULTS (V): QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS: 
CONCORDANCE AND WORD SKETCH 
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• RISK (ADVENCOR EN) / RIESGO (ADVENCOR ES)
1) […] this sport involves high risk of landslide, sudden weather changes, snowstorm and 

many unknown dangers […]
2) [...] debemos destacar el paracaidismo o skydive, un deporte de aventura extremo de alto 

riesgo [...]
3) Canyoneering has inherent risks and you assume complete responsibility for your own 

safety.
4) [...] el participante asume el riesgo inherente a la actividad [...]
5) It will help maximise an activity’s success and minimise risks to participants.
6) Escalada deportiva: usa sistemas de seguridad que disminuyen notablemente el riesgo 

para los escaladores [...] 
7) Whilst there is potential for serious misadventure, with appropriate training, safety 

briefing and leader qualifications, it is a relatively low risk activity. 
8) El puenting, al igual que cualquier otra actividad de riesgo, tiene el incentivo de la 

adrenalina para su práctica.
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5. CONCLUSIONS
• In general, the selected keywords are more frequently used in 

Spanish than in English:
• Only adventure is considered a keyword according to SE in English.
• Aventura and naturaleza are both keywords according to SE in Spanish. 
• The frequency of naturaleza, aventura and natural doubles (or even more) 

that of nature, adventure and natural. 
• No relevant differences in the frequency of use of risk and riesgo.
• Two equivalents for risky: arriesgado and peligroso.
• Only adventurous is more frequently used than the Spanish term aventurero.

• The terms under analysis (risk, nature, adventure) share some 
common phraseological patterns.
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- In frequency terms, the use of these 
keywords in Spanish is higher than in 

English

+ In quality terms, these keywords are 
equivalents and their use in context is 

similar

5. CONCLUSIONS

INITIAL HYPOTHESIS:
The use of these keywords is similar in English and Spanish
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5. FURTHER RESEARCH

1. Analysis of nominal keywords other than risk, adventure and nature 
both in English and Spanish. 

2. Contrastive study of the combinatorial properties of those 
keywords.

3. Research on other types of keywords (e.g., adjectival, verbal) 
extracted with Sketch Engine both in English and Spanish.
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