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INTRODUCTION
This study was aimed at investigating whether attending the degree in veterinary medicine affects the attitude towards

animals in students.
Tab.1: items categorized as suggested

by Knight et al.,2004

SUBJECTS, MATERIALS AND METHODS
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A sample of 564 questionnaires was collected in three schools of Veterinary 7 | Ereraimen | T morally wrone o bt wild amials st oo
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questionnaire included personal details of respondents (e.g. age, gender, year of
course) as well as items related to attitude towards non-human animals taken from

[ think 1t 1s perfectly acceptable for cattle and hogs to be raised for human

available literature (Herzog et al., 1991; Serpell, 2005). Answers were transformed meptm:w
in scores, and items were grouped according to Knight et al. (2004; see tab. 1).
Scores were analysed by Kruskal-Wallis, Mann-Whitney and Pearson correlation test JCATS SOME, L — —

In general, [ think that human economic gain 1s more important than setting

( P < O ) O 5 ) . aside more land for wildlife

Too much fuss 15 made over the welfare of animals these days when there are
many human problems that need to be solved

RESULTS Breeding ammals for their skins 15 a legitimate use of ammals**
— . o _ . Contmued research with animals will be necessary 1f we are to ever conquer
Female students (N—420) obtained hlgher scores than males (N—] 44) in all but - diseases such as cancer, heart disease and AIDS

o o o .| Ttis unethical to breed purebred dogs for pets when nullions of dogs are

compdanion dnimad £ CCITeg ory ( P <0.00]1 ) (See fi g. ] ). killed in animal shelters each year.

oyo o o o o The production of mexpensive meat justifies mantaming animals under
In addition, female students scored differently in the companion animals category over m o st often nainful copdianctt

o — - - - - 15 | The use of animals for human entertamment such as circuses 1s cruel
time (p=0.004; see fig. 2), whilst male students did not show such difference. . When the infercsts of an animal paticat arc 1 conflict with the wishes of s
Animal rig hts queg ory showed a posi’rive correlation with academic year in male Owie, the Vetermanan’s first res 1ﬂ1151b111t|v allmuld be to th&“mn;na] __
. : : It might be inferesting to cover controversial 1ssues such as “animal rights
students (R=0.246; p=0.006) and a negative correlation in female students (R=0.349; _ | inthe veterinary curriculum.
o IEVETSE sC0re

P=0.02).
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

These findings suggest that attitude towards animals can vary in the students of veterinary medicine over time, especially in women.
Future research is needed for a better understanding of the specific factors that affect this attitude during the course, for its
possible impact on the way future veterinarians will treat their patients.
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